Answer in complete sentences.  
1.) Asyndeton can be described as “a rhetorical device where conjunction, articles and even pronouns are omitted for sake of speed and economy.”  How does Lincoln’s use of asyndeton produce this outcome?   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.) Examine Lincoln’s overuse of “a great war,” “battle field,” “dedicate,” “consecrate,” “who struggled here,” and “these honored dead.”  You most likely noticed that these words or a close connection to these words were used quite frequently.  Why would Lincoln choose to use such few words in different contexts?  What does this emphasize and how? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.) Examine Lincoln’s use of “here,” “that,” and “this.”  How many times does he use

a. “here”  ______

b. “That”  _____

c. “This”  _____
4.) What effect do the above words have on the unity of the piece as a whole?  How do these words bind the paragraphs?   ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.) Lincoln tends to use antecedents instead of pronouns like “it” or “they.”  List as many of the antecedents as possible, noting how many times each is used.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.) What effect does this have on his sentences?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.) Lincoln never refers to Gettysburg, slavery or the Union.  With this in mind, what is the “great task?”  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.) What is the effect of the juxtaposition created through his numerous uses of antithesis?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Lincoln’s opener “Fourscore and seven years ago…” is a biblical reference to “three score year and ten” which was the “allotted” span of a human life.  With this information, what is Lincoln trying to say about the life of the nation? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10.  The words “consecrate,” “hallow,” “devotion,” and “under God” all have religious connotations to them.  Why would Lincoln choose these words?    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. With these religious connotations in mind, what might be one of Lincoln’s arguments?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12. In the first sentence of the “Gettysburg Address,” Lincoln uses two metaphors to further the theme of birth and regeneration when he uses the term “fathers.”  If the “fathers” are the framers of the constitution, who/what does Lincoln associate as the mother?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. What do the above metaphors imply about the nation as a child?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the purpose of the “Gettysburg Address?”  Find 1-2 lines that identify the purpose (either explicitly or implicitly) and examine how this aids the metaphor of the nation as a child.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. In the line “The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here,” Lincoln uses “but” to set the two clauses in direct opposition to one another.  What is implied by this opposition?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. Lincoln ends his speech with the interesting word choice of “perish.”  What does this word indicate?    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. In the last sentence of the address, Lincoln states that this nation “shall have a new birth of freedom.”  How does this phrase unify the entire speech?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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